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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 

The amendment document filed on ^^ is considered non-compliant because it has failed to meet the requirements of 
37 CFR 1.121. In order for the amendment document to be compliant, correction of the following item(s) is required. 

THE FOLLOWING MARKED (X) ITEM(S) CAUSE THE AMENDMENT DOCUMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT: 
• Amendments to the specification: 

□ A Amended paragraph(s)'do not include markings. 
Ej B. New paragraph(s) should not be underlined. 

□ C. Other t 

[0^2. Abstract: 

□ A. Not presented on a separate sheet. 37 CFR 1.72. , i / - J 
CB^B. Other JY^V ftb si r£/*c+ sho^ <u no* unclezHn^d. 

□ 3. Amendments to the drawings: 

□ A. The drawings are not properly identified in the top margin as "Replacement Sheet," "New Sheet," or 

"Annotated Sheet" as required by 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

□ B. The practice of submitting proposed drawing correction has been eliminated. Replacement drawings 

showing amended figures, without markings, in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .84 are required. 

□ C. Other , 

□ 4. Amendments to the claims: 

□ A. A complete listing of all of the claims is not present. 

□ B. The listing of claims does not include the text of all pending claims (including withdrawn claims) 

□ C. Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier, and as such, the individual status 

of each claim cannot be identified. Note: the status of every claim must be indicated after its claim 
number by using one of the following status identifiers: (Original), (Currently amended), (Canceled), 
(Previously presented), (New), (Not entered), (Withdrawn) and (Withdrawn-currently amended). 

□ D. The claims of this amendment paper have not been presented in ascending numerical order. 

□ E. Other: , 

For further explanation of the amendment format required by 37 CFR 1.121, see MPEP § 714 and the USPTO website at 
http://www.uspto.qov/web/offices/pac/dapp/opla/preognotice/officef1ver.pdf . 



TIME PERIODS FOR FILING A REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

1 . Applicant is given no new time period if the non-compliant amendment is an after-final amendment or an amendment 
filed after allowance. If applicant wishes to resubmit the non-compliant after-final amendment with corrections, the 
entire corrected amendment must be resubmitted within the time period set forth in the final Office action. 

2. Applicant is given one month, or thirty (30) days, whichever is longer, from the mail date of this notice to supply the 
corrected section of the non-compliant amendment in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121, if the non-compliant 
amendment is one of the following: a preliminary amendment, a non-final amendment (including a submission for a 
request for continued examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1 .114), a supplemental amendment filed within a suspension 
period under 37 CFR 1.103(a) or (c), and an amendment filed in response to a Quayle action. 

Extensions of time are available under 37 CFR 1.136(a) only if the non-compliant amendment is a non-final 
amendment or an amendment filed in response to a Quayle action. 

Failure to timely respond to this notice will result in: 

Abandonment of the application if the non-compliant amendment is a non-final amendment or an amendment 
filed in response to a Quayle action; or 

Noiventry ofthe amendment if fritf non-compliant amendment is a preliminary amendment or supplemental 
arrtfndmentC/ / If ^4- J r ) , 
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REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE: 37 CFR 1.121 CHANGED 
COMPLIANCE IS MANDATORY - Effective Date: July 30, 2003 



All amendments filed on or after the effective date noted above must comply with revised 37 CFR 1 121 See Final 
Rule: Changes To Implement Electronic Maintenance of Official Patent Application Records (68 Fed. Reg 
386 1 1 (June 30, 2003), posted on the Office's website at: http:/y\vww.uspto.GOvAvefa/p alRiils/ifiv/ 
with related information. The amendment practice set forth in revised 37 CFR 1 . 121, and described below replaces 
Uie voluntary revised amendment formal available to applicants since February 2003 NOTE- STRICT ' 

fn°S IA r^ C nrr ITH .J HE . t REVISED 37 CFR 1.121 IS REQUIRED AS OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE (July 
JO, 2003). The Office will notify applicants of amendments that are not accepted because (hey do not comply with ' 
revised J/LrR 1.121 via a Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment. See MPEP 714.03 (Rev I Feb 2003) The non- 
compliant section® will have to be corrected and the entire correcled section(s) resubmitted within a set period. 

Bold underlined italic font has been used below to highlight the ma j or difference, between the revised 37 C FR 

1.121 and the voluntary revised amendmen t format that applicants could use since February. 2003 

Note: The amendment practice for reissues and reexamination proceedings, except for drawings, has no. changed 

REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE 

I. Begin each section o f an amendment document on a separate sheet: 

Each section of an amendment document (e.g., Specification Amendments, Claim Amendments Drawing 
Amendments, and Remarks) must begin on a separate sheet. Starting each separate section on a new page will 
facilitate the process of separately indexing and scanning each section of an amendment document for placement in an 
linage file wrapper. 1 

II. Two ve rsions of amended nart(s) no longer required: 

37 CFR 1.121 has been revised to no longer require two versions (a clean version and a marked up version) of 
each replacement paragraph or section, or amended claim. Note, however, the requirements for a clean 
version and a marked up version for substitute specifications under 37 CFR 1.125 have been retained. 

A) Amendments to the claims: 

Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, cancellation of a claim or submission of a new 
claim, must include a complete listing of all claims in the application. After each claim number in the listing the 
status must be indicated in a parenthetical expression, and the text of each pending claim (with markings to show 
current changes) must be presented. The claims in the listing will replace all prior claims in the application 

(1) The current status of all of the claims in the application, including any previously canceled, not entered or 
withdrawn claims, must be given in a parenthetical expression following the claim number using onlv one of 
the following seven status identifiers: (original), (currently amended), (canceled) (withdrawn) (new) 
(previously presented) and (not entered). The text of all pending claims, including withdrawn claims, must 
be submitted each time any claim is amended. Canceled and not entered claims must be indicated by only 
the claim number and status, without presenting the text of the claims. 

(2) The text of all claims being currently amended must be presented in the claim listing with markings to indicate 
the changes that have been made relative to the immediate prior version. The changes in any amended claim 
must be shown by underlining (for added matter) or strikelhrough (for deleted matter) with 2 exceptions ( 1 ) 
tor deletl0n °f ft™ characters or fewer, double brackets may be used (e.g.. Keroorll); and (2) if 
strikethrougk cannot be easily perceived fe.e.. dele tion of the number "4" or certain mmctuggon mark si 
double brackets must he used (, o , ffjfp As an alternative to using double brackets, however, extm ' 
portions of text may be included befo re and after text beine deleted, all in strikethrouelt, followed bv 
including and underlining the extra text with t h e desired chanee (e.g.. number 1 as number 14 oW An 
accompanying clean version is not required and should not be presented. Only claims of the status 'currently 
amended," and "withdrawn" that are being amended, may include markings. 

(3) The text of pending claims not being currently amended, including withdrawn claims, must be presented in 
the claim listing in clean version, i.e., without any markings. Ajiy claim text presented in clean version u ill 
constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to the immediate prior version except to omit 
markings that may have been present in the immediate prior version of the claims. 
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(4) A claim being canceled must be listed in the claim listing with the status identifier "canceled"- the text of (lie 
claim must not be presented. Providing an instruction to cancel is optional 

(5) Any claims added by amendment must be presented in the claim listing with the status identifier ' (new)"- the 
text of the claim must not be underlined. ' 

(6) nr 1 .! U,e , Cla !r i i " ''""I! liStil,E " 1USt bC preSe,Ued aSCe " dine mmierical order - Consecutive canceled 
or not entered, claims may be aggregated into one statement (e.g.. Claims 1 - 5 (canceled)). 

Example of listing of claims (use of the word " c laim" before the claim number is oj itionajl: 
Claims 1-5 (canceled) 

Claim 6 (previously presented): A bucket with a handle. 

Claim 7 (withdrawn): A handle comprising an elongated wire. 

Claim 8 (withdrawn): The handle of claim 7 further comprising a plastic grip. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): A bucket with a green blue handle. 

Claim 1 0 (original): The bucket of claim 9 wherein the handle is made of wood. 

Claim 1 1 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (not entered) 

Claim 13 (new): A bucket with plastic sides and bottom. 

B) Amendments to the specification: 

Amendments to the specification, including the abstract, must be made by presenting a replacement paragraph or 
section or abstract ,„arked up to show changes made relative to the immediate prior version. An accompany inidean 

Z!Z l T "J 1 ""' "'I 8110111 ' bC PreS£nted - NeW,V 3dded Para 8 ra » hs 0r secli '» s > '» clud -g a new ab 2c 
(instead of a replacement abstract), must not be underlined. A replacement or new abstract must be submitted on a 

separate sheet, 37 CFR 1 .72. If a substitute speculation is being submitted to incorporate ex^^Ientt 

both a clean version (which will be entered) and a marked up version must be submitted as per 37 CFR I 125. ' 

The changes in any replacement paragraph or section, or substitute specification must be shown by underlining (for 
added matter) or stnkethrough (for deleted matter) with 2 exceptions: (1) for deletion of five chara^ „ fl,!, 
double brackets may be used (e.?., fferoor/f); and (2) if strikethrourh can,,* he easily neroiwri ( , c , 

'"Tl ° r ™ ta : n ? U " CtUat ™ AsanaLnat^t,, ' 

using double brackets, however, extra p ortion s o f text may be included be fore ana ! after tex t brine jtoj <•« i n 

nutt'7l7as } lnd " dinP ( '" d a,e aar a tCXt H ' i(h tha d <«»'''><>>«"°" f> 7 - — 

C) Amendments to drawing figures: 

Drawing changes must be made by presenting replacement figures which incorporate the desired changes and which 
comply with 37 CFR 1 .84. An explanation of the changes made must be presented either in the drawing amendm ts 

or remarks, section of the amendment, and may be accompanied bv a marked^ conv of one or moraof the 1 

bemg amended mth annotations. Any replacement drawing sheet must be identified in I the ton m« r J „< 

Replacement Sheet" and include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet even 
though only one figure may be amended. Any marked-up (annotated) conv sjwmng chances must h, labeled 

Annotated Marked-up Drawings" and accomp an y the replacement sheet in the amendment fe „ , j „„ appendix) 
The figure or figure number of the amended drawing(s) must not be labeled as "amended." I f the changes to the 
drawing figure(s) are not accepted by the examiner, applicant will be notified of any required corrective action in the 
next Office action. No further drawing submission will be required, unless applicant is notified. 

Questions regarding (he submission of amendments pursuant to the revised practice set forth in this flyer should be 
rE f°p f llza r belh 1 D A 0 "8 hert y or ten* Jones, Legal Advisors, or Joe Narcavage. Senior Special Projects Examiner 
Utlice of Patent Legal Administration, by e-mail to Dalcntnractice^usoto.gov or by phone at (703) 305-1616 
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